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m Johnny McCallon felt fargosten, mERA L

He served his country for 16 years and suffered & traumatic brain

injaty after an improvised explosive device blew him out of a second
story window during s tour af duty in Irag. He later developed post traumstic stress disorder in addition to back snd
g Enjaries he sustaired during the blast, As 2 result, he was medically dischanged from the Marine Corps in 2007.

His PTSD consumed him and he siowly lost bope in bumanicy, finding solace only in his canine companions, of
which he currently hay eight packed into 2 small home in Habert,

*With Johany's PTSD he identifies better with dogs then be does with people,” said Jahnny's fancée Sandy Tonkens.

McCallon walks with a cane and his injaries make it hard to properly walk each of the dogs, 56 be lets themm run
around in their yard. But the yard isa't fenced, and the dogs often run off the property into other people’s yards and
even in the street.

The couple decided it was time they build 2 fence around their yard to give their dogs a secure place to run, but when
they faund out buslding the fence around their large property would cost $22,000, they were crushed.

*It was devastating,” Tonkens said. “We knew we coukln't get the fence and anything over $2,000 we just couldn's
afford.”

But Tonkens knew how much the fence would mean 1o her flancée, theis eight dogs and thelr two children, so she
sarted knocking on doors and asking for donarions.

Sormeane eventually told her to contact the Semper Fi Fund, who, ©
Tonkens surprise, provided mosey coward the fence and organized 3 STARTING AT $22,500°
walunteer project with the United Way of Onslow County and 2nd e E———— T

Marine Division to build & fence around McCallon’s Hubert home, DpTlMA

A total of 90 Marines from 2nd Battalion, Sth Marine Regiment
visited the land over a three-day period tu baild the fence.

*Last week (the Semper Fi Fund) told us there would be a few
Marioes here to help build the fence; well there was 40 Marines,”
Tonkens said. “{Johnny) broke down in tears and his big thing was | | i - @
that he wasn't forgotten. He felt like he had been forgotten. He felt

like he was broken and this gave him new life.”

The Marines were hard st work Wednesdsy pouring cement and placing the first posts nto the ground so bulk the
fence. None of them complained aboit the hard Isbor and, sbart of wagging their tals, they were ust 4s bappy to be
autside & McCallon'’s eight dogs.

“The Marines out here — the Junior Marines — [ think they're personally gerring & lot owt of ir,” ssid Sgr. Ryan Burke,
2 Marine with 2/8. “We slways talk about how there’s & brosherhood of Marines ... but (the junlor Marines) don's
always think sbout the outside picture of the brotherhood. We're able to came out here nd say Look, this Is what
we da for Marines who ure na longer In the Marine Corps. Thar’s what a read brocherhoad 1™

Ins acdition ta building the fence, the Marines cleared out McCallon's large yard that was fall of trash and avergrown
grass and pressure washed his home. They organized his shed and gave him the bope to maintain his home again.

I hink it meany a ot for him,” Burke said. “He ki of el ke he was forgotten — that he dd hi part and oo oe
appreciates him anymore — so for him | believe it sparks something back in his heart to let him know that we havent
forgotten about him and we're always going be here for him regardless of if be's out of the Marines Corps or if he's
still in”

Craig Wagner, presidoet of United Wiy of Onslow County, helped

arganize the event with the Semper Fi Fund, providing volsnteers

and ing with local businessés like C&S who —— —
cheared the land for free snd Home Depot who provided employees st OFTIMA

00 cost 10 help use some of the tools needed to build the fence,

*Our service momsbers have sacrificed 50 much for ous country and
when we can do something like this it’s realy not even a fii tradeoff,”
Wagner said.

*It's a fence,” Tonkens sald. "Bur the meaning behind the fence &
priceless. They gave him new life.”

Contact Daily News Miitary Reporter Amanda Wikox at 910-219-8453 or smanda wilcos@jdnews.com. Follow her
on Twitter AWilcox21.
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